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[41 FR 37783, Sept. 8, 1976]

§231.31 Drawbars for freight cars;
standard height.

(a) Except on cars specified in para-
graph (b) of this section—

(1) On standard gage (66%-inch gage)
railroads, the maximum height of
drawbars for freight cars (measured
perpendicularly from the level of the
tops of the rails to the centers of the
drawbars) shall be 34% inches, and the
minimum height of drawbars for
freight cars on such standard gage rail-
roads (measured in the same manner)
shall be 31%% inches.

(2) On 36-inch gage railroads, the
maximum height of drawbars for
freight cars (measured perpendicularly
from the level of the tops of the rails to
the centers of the drawbars) shall be 26
inches, and the minimum height of
drawbars for freight cars on such 36-
inch gage railroads (measured in the
same manner) shall be 23 inches.

(3) On 24-inch gage railroads, the
maximum height of drawbars for
freight cars (measured perpendicularly
from the level of the tops of the rails to
the centers of the drawbars) shall be
172 inches, and the minimum height of
drawbars for freight cars on 24-inch
gage railroads (measured in the same
manner) shall be 14% inches.

(4) On railroads operating on track
with a gage other than those contained
in paragraphs (a)(1) through (a)(3) of
this section, the maximum and min-
imum height of drawbars for freight
cars operating on those railroads shall
be established upon written approval of
FRA.

(b) This section shall not apply to a
railroad all of whose track is less than
24 inches in gage.

[66 FR 4192, Jan. 17, 2001]

§231.33 Procedure for special ap-
proval of existing industry safety
appliance standards.

(a) General. The following procedures
govern the submission, consideration
and handling of any petition for special
approval of an existing industry safety
appliance standard for new construc-
tion of railroad cars, locomotives,
tenders, or other rail vehicles.

(b) Submission. An industry represent-
ative may submit a petition for special
approval of an existing industry safety
appliance standard for new construc-
tion. A petition for special approval of
an industry standard for safety appli-
ances shall include the following:
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